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CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 1 166 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, ES 

SUBJECT: MARCH 12 ELECTIONS FOR NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND MAYORS 

1 . ESTIMATED 70-80 PERCENT OF EL SALVADOR'S 1,800,000 
REGISTERED VOTERS (PRIMARILY MOTIVATED BY FEAR OF REPRISALS 
IF CEDULA NOT STAMPED AT POLLS AS LAW REQUIRES) WILL GO TO 
POLLS SUNDAY, MARCH 12 TO ELECT 54 MEMBERS OF NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY AND 263 MAYORS. RESULTS ARE FOREGONE CONCLUSION 
WITH GOES OFFICIAL PARTY, PART OF NATIONAL CONCILIATION (PCN), 

TAKING AS MANY ASSEMBLY SEATS AND MAYORSHIPS AS THEY SO DESIRE 
WITH PROBABLE ALLOCATION OF A FEW DEPUTIES AND UNIMPORTANT 
MAYORS TO TOKEN RIGHTIST OPPOSTIION SALVADORAN POPULAR PARTY 
(PPS). PCN HAS PAID FOR REASONABLY EXTENSIVE MEDIA COVERAGE FOR 
THEIR PARTY AND CANDIDATES DURING PAST TWO WEEKS. PPS CAMPAIGN 
HAS BEEN ON VERY MODEST SCALE. 

2. ALL GOES SECURITY FORCES HAVE BEEN PLACED ON STATE 
OF ALERT (NO LEAVE AND CONFINED TO BARRACKS) UNTIL 
AFTER ELECTIONS. SECURITY SATURATION COVERAGE OF 
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POLLING AREAS AND POSSIBLE AREAS OF DEMONSTRATION ATTEMPTS 
ARE PLANNED BY GOES, WHICH APPEARS DETERMINED AND PREPARED TO 
PREVENT DISTURBANCES ON MARCH 12. 

3. SECRETARY-GENERAL OF LARGEST LEGAL OPPOSITION GROUP, 

CHRSITIAN DEMOCRATS (WHO ARE NOT PARITICIPATING IN E ECTION), 

STATED TO EMBOFF THAT LEGITIMATE OPPOSITION (UNO COALITION) 
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WILL URGE VOTERS TO BOYCOTT ELECTIONS BUT HAVE GIVEN VERY LITTLE 
PUBLICITY TO THIS EFFORT AND DO NOT FEEL IT WILL BE NOTICEABLY 
SUCCESSFUL. OPPOSTION PARTIES, HE SAID, WILL NOT CALL FOR DEMON- 
STRATION ON MARCH 12 SINCE GOES TOO WELL-PREPARED AND WOULD ONLY 
UNNECESSARILY ENDANGER LIVES OF THEIR MEMBERS. ONLY FIRM PLANS 
OF PROTEST PLANNED (OR ADMITTED) BY NO IS TO PRESENT THEIR CASE 
OF FRAUDULENT, MEANINGLESS ELECTIONS TO MEMBERS OF INTERNATIONAL 
PRESS AND HOPE TO DISCREDIT GOES IN THIS FASHION. 

4. LEFITIST FORCES INCLUDING POPULAR REVOLUTIONARY BLOC 
(BPR), FPL AND ERP HAVE NOT PIJBI .ICT7.ED ANY CALL FOR DEMON- 
STRATION OR OTHER ATTEMPT TO IMPEDE OR DISRUPT ELECTIONS. 

GOES SECURITY FORCES AND EMBASSY SOURCES HAVE NO 
INFORMATION THAT LEFIST GROUPS WILL UNDERTAKE ANY MAJOR EFFORT 
TO HOLD DEMONSTRATION OR OTHER FORM OF DISTURBANCE MARCH 12. 

THIS MAY WELL BE DUE TO COMPLETE FAILURE OF ATTEMPTED DEMONST- 
RATION BY BPR ON FEBRUARY 28 (SEE SAN SALVADOR 1004) AND WELL 
PUBLICIZED PERPARATION S OF GOES SECURITY FORCES. THIS, HOWEVER, 
DOES NOT PRECLUDE SPECTACULAR ATTEMPT BY SMALL GROUP OF 
TERRORISTS TO GAIN PUBLICITY AND CREATE DIVERSION THROUGH HIGH- 
LEVEL KIDNAPPING, ASSASSINATION OR BOMBING EFFORTS. ALSO, 

SECRECY OF ANY PLANS, RATHER THAN PUBLICITY, MAY BE A TACTIC. 

5. ELECTION CAMPAIGNING ENDED UNDER ELECTION LAWS 
MIDNIGHT MARCH 8. GOES WILL CARRY UP-TO-DATE RESULTS 
OF ELCTION ON NATIONWIDE NETWORK OF 26 RADIO STATIONS. 
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6. COMMENT. STRICTLY PRO FORMA ELECTIONS OF MARCH 12 
BEING VIEWED BY GENERAL PUBLIC AS WASTE OF TIME. ONLY 
QUESTIONS AS TO ELECTION RESULTS WILL BE HOW MANY, IF 
ANY, SEATS PCN ALLOCATES TO PPS AND IF BOYCOTT EFFORTS 
SHOW ANY SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON TOTAL VOTE. MAJOR AREA 
OF CONCERN WOULD BE EFFORT BY LEFT TO STAGE SOME FORM 
OF SPECTACULAR AND VIOLENT DIVERSION. 

DEVINE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MAYOR, LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS, ELECTION FORECASTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 09 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SANSA01166 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 10-0758 

Format: TEL 

From: SAN SALVADOR 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780387/aaaacvtu.tel 

Line Count: 103 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: ed6c4cca-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3386252 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MARCH 12 ELECTIONS FOR NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND MAYORS 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, ES 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ed6c4cca-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



